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SUB J : PIERRE GEMAYEL CALLS FOR DIALOGUE WITH ISLAMIC GROUP 

1 . SUMMARY: AS PARLIAMENT RECONVENES IN EXTRAORDINARY SESSION. 
PIERRE GEMAYEL-BUT NOT OTHER LEBANESE FRONT LEADERS-HAS 
CALLED FOR A CHRISTIAN DIALOGUE WITH MODERATE MOSLEMS. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. PHALANGE DAILY AL AMAL JULY 14 FRONTPAGED STATEMENT JULY 13 
BY PIERRE GEMAYEL PROPOSING A DIALOGUE BETWEEN CHRISTIAN 
"LEBANESE FRONT" AND SUNNI MOSLEM "ISLAMIC GROUP." GEMAYEL 
MADE IT CLEAR HOWEVER THAT HE SPOKE ONLY FOR THE PHALANGE PARTY, 
NOT FOR OTHER ELEMENTS OF LEBANESE FRONT. AL AMAL SAID NEW 
TREND (PRESUMABLY PHALANGE PARTY ATTITUDE) IS TO PURSUE SIMUL- 
TANEOUSLY LEBANESE-LEBANESE POLITICAL RECONCILIATION AND 
IMPLEMENTATION OF CAIRO ACCORD. EVEN PIERRE'S HARDLINING SON 
BECHIR. IN A SPEECH JULY 13, CALLED ON SARKIS GOVERNMENT TO 

ISSUE A "SINGLE DECREE WHICH WILL PUT LEBANON BACK ON THE 
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POLITICAL MAP." 

3. LEBANESE FRONT NOT UNITED. NATIONAL LIBERAL PARTY DAILY 

AL AHRAR JULY 15 DISMISSED GEMAYEL'S PROPOSAL AS "TEST BALLOON 
WITHOUT FOUNDATION," AND REPEATED CHAMOUNIST THEME THAT PALE- 
STINIAN "INTRANSIGENCE” IS ROOT CAUSE OF CONTINUING CRISIS. 

ON JULY 16, CHAMOUN HIMSELF STATED HIS OPPOSITION TO A 
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LEBANESE FRONT-ISLAMIC GROUP DIALOGUE AT THIS TIME AND REPEATED 
HIS DEMANDS FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CAIRO ACCORD. SOMEWHAT 
INCONGRUOUSLY, AT THE SAME TIME HE DENIED ANY DISAGREEMENT 
WITHIN THE LEBANESE FRONT. 

4. MODERATE MOSLEMS GENERALLY FAVORABLE. SAEB SALAM, RACHID 
SOLH, CHAFIC WAZZAN AND OTHERS OF THE ISLAMIC GROUP HAVE WELCOMED 
GEMAYEL’S CALL. EVEN KAMAL SHATILA OF THE UNION OF WORKING 
PEOPLES' FORCES SPOKE FAVORABLY OF A DIALOGUE WHICH "SHOULD 

RISE ABOVE CONFESSIONAL CONSIDERATIONS. .AND RESULT IN A 
POLITICAL ACCORD UNDER THE AUSPICES OF PRESIDENT SARKIS." 

RACHID KARAME, HOWEVER, HAS TAKEN A MORE CAUTIOUS ATTITUDE, 
STATING HE IS IN FAVOR OF A MEETING "GROUPING ORGANIZATIONS 
AND ACTIVE FORCES IN LEBANON." 

5. THE LEFT UNENTHUSIASTIC. INDEPENDENT NASSERIST LEADER 

SAMIR SABBAGH SAID GEMAYEL’S PROPOSALS AMOUNTED TO RECOURSE TO 
"OUTDATED METHODS." 

6. COMMENT: GEMAYEL PROPOSAL COMES AT TIME WHEN PARLIAMENT 
IS RECONVENING IN EXTRAORDINARY SESSION, FOR PERHAPS TWO 
WEEKS, AMONG OTHER THINGS TO CONSIDER WHETHER OR NOT TO RENEW 
THE GOVERNMENT'S EXTRAORDINARY POWERS. IF A MODERATE CHRISTIAN- 
MODERATE MOSLEM RAPPROCHEMENT PROVES TO BE POSSIBLE, IT COULD 
CHANGE LEBANON'S ENTIRE INTERNAL POLITICAL COMPLEXION, AND LEAD 
TOWARD A CENTRIST "POLITICAL" (AS OPPOSED TO "TECHNOCRATIC") 
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GOVERNMENT. MEANWHILE, THERE ARE OBVIOUS STRESSES WITHIN THE 
LEBANESE FRONT. ITS "DIRECTORATE" WILL BE MEETING JULY 20, 

IN THE ABSENCE OF PIERRE GEMAYEL, WHO IS IN MOROCCO. 

PARKER 
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